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Units-7: C;t143.:-..ratinn.-- Gary Works 
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GARY, ..tt•4 45402 
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U. S. Steelis: catr-ent13- L.--nplen-revirD2a cont•c-.4,iled restart of the Jaitd..owilfathMes. A c-ontrollttl 
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Maraldo, Dean 

From: Ream, Nicholas <NREAM@idernIN.goy> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 10, 2017 3:30 PM 
To: Maraldo, Dean 
Subject: RE: USS 
Attachments: Response from 12-12-13.pdf 

Attached is the Violation Response Letter from US Steel Midwest regarding the discolored water from 2013. 

The two following links are to the two inspection reports in our Virtual File Cabinet 

https://ecm.idem.in.goy/cs/idcplg?IdcService=GET  FILE&d I D=4496240&dDocName=69475300&Rendition=web&a Howl n 
terrupt=1&noSayeAs=1&fileName=69475300.pdf 
https://ecm.idem .in.goy/cs/idcplg?  IdcSeryice=6 ET Fl LE&d I D=4226488&d DocNam e=66907111&Rendition=we b&a I lowl n 
terrupt=1&noSayeAs=1&fileName=66907111.pdf 

The following link is to US Steel reporting the discoloration to IDEM after it was found during the inspection. 

https://ecm.idem.in.goy/cs/idcplg?IdcService=GET  FILE&dID=80101186&dDocName=80101392&Rendition=web&allowl 
nterrubt=1&noSayeAs•=1&fileName=80101392.pdf 

If there is anything else I can help with, please let me know. 

Nick 

From: Maraldo, Dean [mailto:Maraldo.Dean@epa.goy]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 10, 2017 3:20 PM 
To: Ream, Nicholas <NREAM@idem.IN.gov> 

Subject: USS 

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from 
unknown senders or unexpected email. **** 

Nick: I noticed in ICIS that IDEM issued notices of noncompliance to USS on 12/12/2013 and 9/26/2012. Can 

you provide copies of the notices or let me know what violations were involved? Thanks. 

- Dean 

Dean Maraldo 
Water Enforcement & Compliance Assurance Branch 
U.S. EPA - Region 5 
77 West Jackson Blvd. (WC-15J) 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
ph: (312) 353-2098 
fax: (312) 385-5394 
e-mail: maraldo.deanPepa.cov  
http://www.epa.goy/enforcement/  
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United States Steel Corporation Gary Works 
.0ne North Broadway, MS 70-A 
Gary, IN 46402 

rt 

CERTIFIED MALL 

February 13, 2014 

Donald Daily 
Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
Office of Water Quality 
Mail Code 65-42 
100 North Senate Avenue 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2251 

RE: Inspection Summary/Violation Letter Response 
United States Steel Corporation — Midwest Plant 
NPDES Permit 'Number IN000037 

Dear Mr. Daily: 

This letter is in :response to the written Inspection Summary/Violation Letter (Letter) that Was issued by 
the Indiana Departmentof Environmental.Management (IDEM) on January 16, 20'14 and received by the 
United States Steel .Corporation — Midwest Plant .(U. S. Steel) on January 22, 2014.. Please note that 
While U. S. Steel is providing this response in good faith, this response is net intended to be an admission 
or indicate culpability on behalf of U.. :S. 'Steel: 

The Letter was issued to U. S. Steel subsequent to a compliance evaluation inspection of the MidweSt 
Plant. on December 12, 2013. The Letter stated the Mowing: 

.1.. A white discoloration was observed to be enteiing Burns Waterway from Outfall 004, Which is a 
'violation of Part I. B.. of the facility's .NPDES permit. As a restilt, the Receiving Waters 
Appearanceand Effluent Appearance evaluation area was rated-as "ausatisfactory.;" 

1 Operations and Maintenance. of the facilities and systems that are.  necessary for .aehieving 
eempliance with the terms and conditions of the NPDES was rated as "marginal" due to the east 
Dissolved Air Flotation (DAF) Unit being off-line for 'repairs during the compliance evaluation; 
and 

3. The Effluent Limits Compliance evaluation area was rated as "marginal" due to a self-reported 
Violation of the limits detailed in Part I. A. of the NP.DES permit • 

:Riving Waters .and Effluent Appearance 

The following was silminatized in a letter to DEM that •was'suhnaitted on December 17, 2013. The white 
discoloration that was observed was a result of an upset-condition that occurred from the caustic .cleaner 
system on the Continuous Annealing line. The causTio cleaner entered the wastewater treatment system at 
a rate .greater than norrnal resulting in the white discoloration that was observed at Outfail 004. The 
discoloration was corrected on thesame day that it was discovered. 

In order to prevent a recurrence, the caustic cleaner discharge point .at the Midwest Plant Continuous 
Annealing line is being retrofitted with a metering device to restrict the rate of discharge. Until the 
.discharge line is retrofitted, Caustic cleaner will not be discharged to the wastewater •heatment system 



from the Continuous Annealing line. Wastewater -discharge sampling that was conducted dining the 
timeframe in which the diseoloratiOn was occurring showed that no parameters exceeded NPDES permit 
limits for Ontfall 094. 

Operations and Maintenance 

013 the date of the compliance evaluation inspection, the east DAF Unit, Which is used primarily to treat 
for Oil and Grease (O&G) was off-line for engineering .improvernents. As a result, :the IDEM's Inspector 
rated the fabilitts• Operation and Maintenance as 'marginal." U.S. Steel respectfully disagrees with the 
Inspectoes 'opinion in this instance. 

In the Operations Section of the NPDES Industrial .Facility luspeetion Report, the facility was Teed .as 
marginar for :ensuring that "all facilities and .systems necessary fat achieving compliance with the -terms 

and conditions of the peal-tit. are operating efficiently." It Should be 'noted that, while the east DAF unit 
was off-line, wastewater . was routed through .a second DAF unit, -which was engineered to singularly 
manage the facility's wastewater flows. The discoloration observed at :Outfall 004 was in no way related 
to the east DAF unit's operational status on the day of the compliance evaluation inspection. At no time 
was wastewater being ineffectively treated rt bypassing treatment. 

During the titheframe in which the east DAF unit was off-line for upgrading; the maximum concentration 
of O&G at Outfall 004 was .3:2 mg/L. The maximum loading .of O&G at Outfall 004 was 206 lbs/day, 
which is only '34.:8% of the NPDES permit amitV-65 lbs/day). Furthermore, discharge sampling during 
the time When the east DAF unit was off-line tatifirmed that no .NPDES :permit limits .of any kind were 
exceeded: at Outfall 304, indicating that the factlitywas operating all of the n.ecessary facilities to properly 
treat the wastewater and :ensure compliance with the terms and conditions of the NPDES permit. 
Therefore, the "marginal" rating should be revised. to "satisfactory" in order to accurately reflect the status 
:of the facility"s wastewater treatment system. 

In the Maintenance .Section of the NPDES Industrial Facility Inspection Report, the facility was _rated as 
"marginal" indicating .that 'facility maintenance activities*? may not be adequate. The facility's 
maintenance activities and procedures are .adequate, as they identified an opportunity to improve the 
system. .0n. the day of the inspection, U. S. Steel personnel were in the process of retrofitting the east 
DAF unit with more robust mechanical equipment in order to minimize. the need for on-going • future 
.maintenenee. Taking the unit off-line for: upgrades while maintaining adequate wastewater treatment is 
.appropriate and consistent with goad preventative maintenance practices, and the status of the 
maintenance activities should be revised to "satisfactory." 

It should be noted that the upgrades to the east DAF unit have been completed, and both OAF units are in 
full operation. 

:Effluent Limits Compliance 

'The following was summarized:in a letter to IDEM that was submitted on February 8., 20.13. Internal 
.Outfall 3.04 is the Mathematically combined discharge of Internal •Outfall 204 (Chrome Treatment) and 
Internal Outfall 104 (Final Treatment Plant). Internal Outfall 304 ultimately discharges to Burns 
Waterway through Outfall 004. On February 3, 2013, a treatment plant process :Control pH excursion 
occurred on one of the two process water treatment trains at the Chrome Treatnient Plant. The pH 
excursion allowed .soluble chromium to pass through to the discharge :of Internal Outfall 204 and 
subsequently TO Internal Outfall 304. At the time, the process control configuration would not have 



triggered an alert at the final pH adjustment tank in which both treatment trains combine prior to 
discharge. 

In order to prevent .a recurrence, U. S. Steel equipped each treatment train With automated process. 
controls upstream from where the treatment trains combine at the final pH adjustment tank prior to 
discharge. Accordingly, U. S. Steel revised its internal procedures, and the associated corrective action 
guidance, to reflect the new automated process controls. 

Environmental Stewardship is a core value at U. S. Steel. As part of this value, we strive to have clear 
communication with all regulatory agencies. U. S. Steel respectfully requests a response from IDEM 
regarding our concerns with the "marginal" ratings for Operations and Maintenance in the NPDES 
Industrial Facility Inspection Report. Please call 'me at 219-888-3369 or e-mail me at LELegler®uss.com  
if you need additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Lauren Legler 
Manager, Environmental Control 
United States Steel Conjoration 
'Gary Works, Midwest Plant, East Chicago Tin Operations 

cc: }fanning — U. S. Steel 
E. Williams — U. 'S. Steel 
L. Zemba — U. S. Steel 
F. Monteleone.— U. S. Steel 



Maraldo, Dean 

From: Brandon S Miller <BSMiller@uss.com > 

Sent: Monday, May 08, 2017 2:25 PM 

To: Maraldo, Dean 

Cc: Eric Williams; Joseph E Nanning; Mark Henry; Nicole H Benoit; nream@idem.in.gov  

Subject: Re: [Externall-RE: U.S. Steel NPDES Sampling 

Yes it will all be included 

Thanks, 

Brandon S. Miller 
Environmental Control 
US Steel - Gary Works, Midwest, ECT 
Cell: 2196881151 

From: "Maraldo, Dean" <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov> 
To: Brandon S Miller <BSMiller@uss.com>, "nream@idem.in.gov" <nream@idem.in.gov>, 
Cc: Joseph E Hanning <JEHanning@uss.com>, Eric Williams <ewilliams@uss.com>, Mark Henry <MHenry@uss.com>, Nicole H Benoit 
<nhbenoit@uss.com> 
Date: 05/08/2017 01:37 PM 
Subject: [Externall-RE: U.S. Steel NPDES Sampling 

Thanks for the update Brandon. Will you be submitting the results of additional samples collected in April as part of your DMR 
submittal for April? 

- Dean 

Dean Maraldo 
Water Enforcement & Compliance Assurance Branch 
U.S. EPA - Region 5 
77 West Jackson Blvd. (WC-151) 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
ph: (312) 353-2098 
fax: (312) 385-5394 
e-mail: maraldo.dean@epa.gov  
http://www.epa.gov/enforcement/  

From: Brandon S Miller [mailto:BSMiller@uss.corn]  
Sent: Monday, May 08, 2017 12:29 PM 
To: nream@idem.in.gov; Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov> 
Cc: Joseph E Nanning <JEHanning@uss.com>; Eric Williams <ewilliams@uss.com>; Mark Henry <MHenry@uss.com>; Nicole H Benoit 
<nhbenoit@uss.com> 
Subject: U.S. Steel NPDES Sampling 

Nick, Dean - 



After today, May 8th 2017, U. S. Steel will be returning to the NPDES Permit required sampling frequencies for Mal 
chromium and hexavalent chromium at internal outfalls 104 and 204. These frequencies are lx per week for hexavalent 
chromium, and 5x per week for total chromium. If you have any concerns feel free to contact me. 

Thank you, 

Brandon S. Miller 
Environmental Control 
US Steel - Gary Works, Midwest, ECT 
Cell: 2196881151 



Maraldo, Dean 

From: Mara!do, Dean 
Sent: Thursday, May 04, 2017 9:28 AM 

To: 'Mark Henry' 
Subject: RE: US Steel Midwest - photo that you requested 

Thanks for the photos. 

- Dean 

Dean MaraIdo 

Water Enforcement & Compliance Assurance Branch 

U.S. EPA - Region 5 

77 West Jackson Blvd. (WC-15J) 

Chicago, Illinois 60604 

ph: (312) 353-2098 

fax: (312) 385-5394 

e-mail: maraldo.dean@epa.gov  

http://www.epa.govienforcement/ 

From: Mark Henry [mailto:MHenry@uss.com]  

Sent: Thursday, May 04, 2017 9:18 AM 

To: MaraIdo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov> 

Subject: US Steel Midwest - photo that you requested 

Dean, This photo is of the repaired trench floor - the failed pipe transitioned this floor @ 90 deg. The pipe was sealed & 
this epoxy floor sealed the trench. 



Ma raldo, Dean 

From: Mark Henry <MHenry@uss.com > 

Sent: Thursday, May 04, 2017 9:18 AM 
To: Maraldo, Dean 

Subject: US Steel Midwest - photo that you requested 
Attachments: IMG_20170412_110210jpg 

Dean, This photo is of the repaired trench floor - the failed pipe transitioned this floor @ 90 deg. The pipe was sealed & 
this epoxy floor sealed the trench. 





Mara!do, Dean 

From: Mark Henry <MHenry@uss.com > 
Sent: Thursday, May 04, 2017 9:15 AM 
To: Maraldo, Dean 

Subject: US Steel Midwest photo you requested 
Attachments: IMG_20170503_101224jpg 

Dean - This photo is of the replaced expansion joint. 



„: 



MaraIdo, Dean 

From: Mark Henry <MHenry@uss.com > 

Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2017 3:38 PM 

To: Ma raldo, Dean 

Subject: Re: [External]-U.S. Steel Chromium Incident Photos 

Dean - Yes, pictures were taken by me the morning of 4/11. The flow had been stopped at that time but the expansion join 
was still dripping & some material was still entering the pipe. A sand dam was placed soon after this photo. I'll send 
photos of the repairs Monday. 

Mark 

From: "Mara!do, Dean" <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov> 
To: "mhenry@uss.com" <mhenry@uss.com>, "jehanning@uss.com" lehanning@uss.com> 
Date: 04/27/2017 11:47 AM 
Subject: [Externall-U.S. Steel Chromium Incident Photos 

Mark/Joe: Thanks again for your time last Thursday. There are two photos (attached) that Andy received from you on April 12. I 
just want to confirm the date the photos were taken and make sure I understand what the photos capture. 

Photo "1.jpg" appears to capture the leaking expansion joint. Assume it was taken on April 11. Could you please confirm? 

Photo "2.jpg" appears to capture the breach in the bottom of the trench and leaked wastewater flowing into the pipeline 
beneath. Assume it was taken on April 11. Could you please confirm? 

If you have a photo of the repaired expansion joint that would be helpful for the report. 

Thanks, 
Dean 

Dean MaraIdo 
Water Enforcement & Compliance Assurance Branch 
U.S. EPA - Region 5 
77 West Jackson Blvd. (WC-151) 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
ph: (312) 353-2098 
fax: (312) 385-5394 
e-mail: maraldo.dean@epa.gov  
http://www.epa.gov/enforcemeht/   
[attachment "1.jpg'' deleted by Mark Henry/GaryWorks/USS] [attachment "2.jpg'' deleted by Mark Henry/GaryWorks/USS] 



Maraldo, Dean 

From: Maraldo, Dean 
Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2017 11:46 AM 

To: 'mhenry@uss.com'; ejehanning@uss.com' 
Subject: U.S. Steel Chromium Incident Photos 

Attachments: 1.jpg; 2jpg 

Mark/Joe: Thanks again for your time last Thursday. There are two photos (attached) that Andy received from you on 

April 12. I just want to confirm the date the photos were taken and make sure I understand what the photos capture. 

Photo "1.jpg" appears to capture the leaking expansion joint. Assume it was taken on April 11. Could you please 

confirm? 

Photo "2.jpg" appears to capture the breach in the bottom of the trench and leaked wastewater flowing into the 

pipeline beneath. Assume it was taken on April 11. Could you please confirm? 

If you have a photo of the repaired expansion joint that would be helpful for the report. 

Thanks, 

Dean 

Dean Maraldo 

Water Enforcement & Compliance Assurance Branch 

U.S. EPA - Region 5 

77 West Jackson Blvd. (WC-15J) 

Chicago, Illinois 60604 

ph: (312) 353-2098 

fax: (312) 385-5394 

e-mail: maraldo.dean@epa.gov  

http://www.epa.gov/enforce  ment/ 





4- 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19

